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judices serve them as well as do their abilities. Vigorous
bodies prevent their minds from over-development; sangfroid
saves them from the torment of deep feeling; social camaraderie
breeds in them a contempt for the outsider. Life is good to
them, and they live it eagerly and gaily, revelling in the warmth
of their blood and in the opulence of their estate. They have
vigour, audacity, and assurance: and these qualities, which their
fathers employed successfully in the world of business, they
devote with no less success to the social occupations of life.
But they have also ease and manner* wit and culture and ele-
gance, and above all, the luxury of freedom from immediate
responsibilities. They are at liberty to enjoy the mirth and
the large laughter of the world without concern for its seamier
and more serious sides, They participate in a merry fellowship
of health and high spirits, and are bound together as a class by
a sense of good form and of the sportsman's fair play. They are
prodigal by habit, and endeavour to come fairly otFfram their
great debts* Obligation is a due of honour rather than a moral
sanction. Prompted readily by the sentiment of camaraderie,
they give lavishly to help another of their own set out of his
temporary embarrassment- But of larger sympathy they have
none. For all that runs counter to their own code of life, they
have a careless and a robust contempt. They are incapable of
even a superficial understanding of the strange fellows whom
Nature in her time hath framed with solemn countenances and
a disposition to jaundice* They are, in sum, a society destined
to make intolerable the life of an alien in their midst,

Yet one amongst the Venetians, Antonio, seems to have a
deeper understanding and a more compassionate heart. His
friends are beginning to remonstrate with him for a growing
disposition to sadness* It is withdrawing him from the right
uses of company and of the world* He is marvellously changed
from what he was, and being neither in love nor yet in debt,
he is held to be afflicted by a causeless charge* He is taking life
more seriously than they think meet, and is losing touch with
their raaxxaers and their interests, But the increasing aloofness